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Présentation de I'éditeur

One of the most critically acclaimed and influential artists working today, Anselm Kiefer(b1945) has played
amajor role in shaping the landscape of post-war German and, indeed, international art. Kiefer's vision
encompasses philosophy, history, literature, politics and compelling moral issues ranging from intimate
books that explore German identity to monumental public sculpture installations. Conceptually, Kiefer urges
the viewer to challenge received narratives about war, identity, religion, morality, memory and history.
Visualy, hisart is suffused with a sense of epic melancholy. His paintings exalt physical tactility,
incorporating such organic matter as straw, sand and I cad, to become elemental presences. Kiefer's
longstanding leitmotivs have included the earth, the stars, architecture and alchemical symhols that evoke
themes of devastation, metamorphosis and renewal. Biographie de |'auteur

Matthew Biro has engaged with the art of Anselm Kiefer for over two decades. Building on several visits to
Kiefer's studios in France, this volume presents the author's most up-to-date research on the émigré German
artist. Biro is Professor of Modern and Contemporary Art and Chair of the Department of the History of Art
at the University of Michigan. An expert in twentieth-centurv art, he is the author of Anselm Kiefer and the
Philosophy of Martin Heidegger (1998), and has also published in Art History and Artforum.
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